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Risky Business
The lift-accessed backcountry of Saddle Peak  
by Alex Marienthal, photos by Travis Andersen

S addle Peak sits south of Bridger Bowl 

as a pair of equally high points on the 

ridgeline. �e familiar eastern slope rises 

3,500 feet above the highway on the way to Bridger 

Bowl, and provides an iconic view to those at the ski 

area. �e peak�s extraordinary gullies and faces are the 

siren�s song to the southwest Montana powder skier.

//  Alpine Journal //  

Access to the summit is easy. A 30-minute, 500-vertical-foot 
walk from the top of the Schlasman�s chairlift puts skiers on 
top of 2,000 vertical feet of perfectly pitched, and somewhat 
untouched, powder skiing. Despite its attraction and ease of 
access, on any piece of the mountain, the consequences of an 
avalanche, wrong turn, or fall could be fatal.

Make no mistake, Saddle Peak is the backcountry. Avalanches 
are not mitigated by patrol and there is no ski-patrol rescue. �e 
southern boundary of Bridger Bowl is at the north end of the 
prominent cli� band that extends across the northeast aspect 
of Saddle. �e ski-area boundary is clearly marked with large 
signs on the ridge, and orange pie-plates mark the boundary 


